PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Tuesday July 22, 2025
Council Chambers
PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE		
July 22, 2025
 


MEMBERS PRESENT:	Councillor William McCormick, Chair			
				Deputy Mayor Paul Saulnier	 	
				Councillor Shane Weir	
				Mayor Mike Bartlett, Vice Chair 	
				Councillor Rick Foote	
				Charles Haliburton, Citizen Representative 
				Ed Moore, Citizen Representative 	
									
STAFF PRESENT:	Tom Ossinger, CAO/Development Officer
				Leslie Brinton, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
				Chris Millier, Town Planner 4 Site Group (Via Zoom)	
				 
								
REGRETS:			Anya Chin, the 4 Site Group
				
				
OTHERS:					


A.	Call to order
The Chair called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m.  

	B.	Agenda	
	B.1	Additions/Deletions
	None.
	
	B.2	Approval
	Motion:
Moved by Deputy Mayor Saulnier and seconded by Councillor Foote that the Agenda for July 22, 2025, be approved as presented.  
	Motion Carried. 








C.	Minutes of the Previous Meeting  
	C.1	June 26, 2025 
	Minutes be accepted as presented.     
	
D.	Business Arising/Unfinished Business
D.1	None. 

	E.	Correspondence
		E.1 	Letter-Annapolis Basin Development Society-Beth Earle
		The Annapolis Basin Development Society received correspondence from 			CAO Beth Earle regarding the Development at the Cornwallis site. Beth has 			provided an excerpt from the by law that refers to Site plan and the level of 		detail that is part of the site plan is much different than the Development 			Agreement. Charles mention the inventory of current housing and he is not 			aware that we have a current housing inventory.  

		E.2	Letter-Jenny Gillis
		This letter is part of the package and was already discussed at the Committee 		of the Whole. 

		E.3	Letter-Joseph Melanson 
		This letter is part of the package and was already discussed at the Committee 		of the Whole. 
		Ed Moore spoke about arch actual guidelines that is one point that has come 		from the Community Engagement sessions, and it will be further discussed.

  F.	New Business
		F.1	Institutional and Open Space Development Policies
Town of Digby planner Chris Millier opened the meeting with discussion about institutional zones typically, these are churches and lands owned by the Town or Province for recreational. The objectives in the strategy are there for both institutional and open space development. 
The 5 policies in the Institutional and open spaces Chris did a review of these policies Mayor Bartlett spoke about the institutional zone lot in a commercial 



zone with Residential Zone it’s hard to develop on these lots institutional. 
		Ins 1 to 5 will remain the same no change needed. 

Section 7.3.4 Institutional INS Zone was discussed and as mentioned by the Planner these lots are typically large minimum lot area 20,000 sq ft. No changes needed here. 

		Part 8.1 Institutional INS Zone 
Part 8.1.1.1 INS Uses permitted mentions that no development permit shall be issued in an institutional (INS) except what is currently listed. 
		
		Public Open Spaces 
OS 1 to OS 4 is for Town owned parks and recreational spaces. OS 3 which refers to the intention of Council, through the Subdividison By-law, to provide for the acquisition of public open space and/or cash-in-lieu for the development of residential subdivisions containing three (3) or more lots. 
Part 8.2.1 OS and 8.2.2. refer to the lot sizes minimum front and rear yards and side yards  
		
		Municipal Infrastructure and Environmental Protection Polices
		Municipal Infrastructure
MI1 to MI3 were discussed, coastal regulation was being by the province discussed and then the province pulls away from those regulations.  This is likely the part of the strategy that requires the most amount of amending for coastal protection 	for one, Chris referred to the Strategy as it relates to Infrastructure. 
		Deputy Mayor Saulnier asked about the work done around coastal 				protection and were those documents passed down to the Municipalities 			after the abandoned the Coastal Protection Act. Discussion about extending 		services or infrastructure expansion coming if there is now the time to 			include that into the policies.

		Deputy Mayor talked about the rezoning for the Visitor Centre location on 			Shore Road perhaps we should discuss the zoning for the lot.  Perhaps 			keeping it residential that would allow for more flexibility that was suggested 		by the Development Officer. 

		The Town planner suggested forward thinking in the possibility of expansion 		of services for areas outside of the town boundary. The CAO spoke about the 		Agreement with the Municipality for services outside of the town boundary. 
		
		Is there any concern for the capacity for the sewer system should large 			development or expansion of services take place.  The CAO explained the 			operation of the sewer system capacity that is currently in Smith’s Cove and 		the 25-year expectation of service expansion for the area at the time the 			system was constructed.  Chris suggested that we should add a line about 			the joint operating system with the Municipality of Digby as co-owners and 			share the costs Chris will add a new line (MI 4 that would refer to the 				Municipality ownership of the Smiths Cove site and the capacity. 

		Next meeting add Lunenburg Coastal Protection documents they are a 			reasonable and forward-thinking documents. 

		Environmental Protection
		This section refers to the Source Water Protection plan in place in relation to 		the protection of lands which support the Town’s Wellfield and Source Water 		Supply Area which is mainly located in the Municipality of Digby. Protection 		Zone A, B and C refers to time travelled within the wellfield protection zone. 

The committee to review EP1 to EP8 which refers to lands in the Municipality before the next meeting and also review the section as it related to Coastal Protection. 

		Wellfield map included in the package for the next meeting. 

		F.2	Commercial Public Engagement Session
		We still need to complete this session it was separated from the original 			residential public engagement. Commercial discussion is a bit simpler 
		Then residential development however there are still issues in the 				Downtown, as it related to exterior and other matters.  The format can be 			


different as it relates to Commercial this can be a round table event.  Councillor McCormick thought that the round table went well however we should consider mixing the questions up not ask them all at the same time.  The Development Officer suggested that we allow more time for discussion 	
there didn’t seem to be enough time at each table. Potentially look at two 		sessions one day time and one evening. Ensuring that stakeholders are 		invited or encouraged to attend will be key along with the Harbour Port 		Authority and have the Committee do the facilitating the session at the 		round table and that may determine timing. The Planner will work with Development officer bring forward the information and it will likely be October before we hold the Commercial engagement sessions.  

		G. 	Questions and Answers from the Gallery 
		PAC Chair William McCormick explained that we will be adding a new item 
To the Planning Advisory Committee meeting there will be about 15 minutes after the New Business where questions can be directed to the Chair relating to this meeting.

Dr. Martin Vincent: Question was asked about the tourist bureau why it is 		empty 110 Montague Row is the site they are referring to this is currently being rented to DATA for office space. 
		
		Jenny Gillis has been to a few public sessions and there are a lot of people 			who facilitate events and have people write the ideas on the wall with 			stars or stickers and then you get a good idea what people are looking at. 

		Jenny Gillis asked about zoning at the hearing and her question is that 			everything is residential and later they change it to density and is it a 				blanket for all residential. Councillor McCormick spoke about the province 			giving the final approval of the MPS and LUB.  The Town Planner answered 			this question by explaining the class of use and you can do this. 

		Charles Halliburton spoke about the early discussion around the site plan 			approval submitted by Beth Earle around the specific guidelines for that 			property. Can we make this a policy that is attached to different classes of 			residential? 

		Jenny Gillis asked once again is the blanket across all the residential no it 			doesn’t Chris said but it would have to go on different classes of use. 

		Jenny Gillis asked about the Shore Road VIC 237 Montague Row there has 			been a request for evaluation on that property along with 2 others. 

		Tim Peck spoke about the map being outdated and the fact that vinyl siding 			for example Annapolis doesn’t allow that and to allow some sort of 				Downtown character instead of a stupid building downtown. 
				 
G.	Date of next meeting
	G.1	Thursday August 21, 2025, at 6:00 PM 
	G.2	Tuesday September 16, 2025, at 6:00 PM	
	 
H.	Adjournment
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned
Motion:
Moved by Charles Halliburton and seconded by Deputy Mayor Saulnier that the meeting be adjourned at 8:13 PM  
Motion Carried. 

					

                                    				___________________________ 
CHAIRPERSON					DEVELOPMENT OFFICER
	
Page 1 of 6

Page 6 of 6

